CHAPTER ONE

Introduction

The introduction should start by some general ideas explaining the importance of your work.  The idea is to convince your reader that you are addressing an interesting topic and that he should keep reading. You should give here the big picture.  Note that the first paragraph of a chapter, or a section, has no first line indent.

The first lines of all other paragraphs are indented by half an inch.

In the text of your thesis you should respect some conventions. First, you should always spell out “percent” instead of using the “%” sign.  Second, letters representing algebraic quantities should be in italics, as in the bandwidth b, the duration of the video D or the area πr2.  Note that digits are never italicized:  you should write 2d instead of 2d.  Complicated equations should be set up on a separate line as in
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and that line should be centered.  Third, you should always explain any new acronym the first time you use it, as in video-on-demand (VOD) or set-top box (STB).  Finally you should always include references in your text [Aaa90].

You might want to mention here some of the previous works in the area because your work is based upon them or because you use them as benchmarks.  In either case, you should remain as general as possible.

1.1 Thesis Objectives

State here what you wanted to accomplish—and were able top deliver.  If you are particularly happy with some performance figures, this is the place to mention them.
1.2 Thesis Organization

Chapter II describes previous work in the area of …  Chapter III introduces  our …

The final chapter draws conclusions from the research and proposes the directions that future work might take.
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